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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on March 3, 2014 at 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, 

Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Trustee Farber 

    Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present: James Palmer, Village Manager/Clerk 

    Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:  Trustee Markus 

 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment so that 

we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions that we make here 

this evening that they may benefit all the people of our Village.  Please keep in your 

thoughts and prayers the Family of Trustee Anthony Markus his father-in law passed away 

this morning and that is why he is not here with us this evening.   

 

Board of Fire Commissioner Informal Interview at 7:20 pm 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that prior to the start of tonight’s Village Board meeting the 

Board held a informal interview with a representative from the Mount Kisco Fire Police. 

 

1) Communications  

A. Mount Kisco Little League Parade Request. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Mount Kisco Little League to hold their Annual Opening Day 

Parade on Saturday, morning, April 26, 2014 @ 10:00 am, all in favor 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

B. Letter from NAMI re: Mental Health Awareness Ribbon Campaign for the 

month of May. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer authorizing NAMI ribbons to be placed throughout the Village during the month of 

May as outlined in their letter dated October 1, 2013; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

C. Letter from Kisco Run, LLC re: Request to hold a 5K Road Race in Mount Kisco.  

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing a conceptual approval of this event and to have a committee 

headed by the Village Manager James Palmer meet with the principals in this corporation 

and discuss some of the logistics of the event; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports- 

A. Update from the Town Prosecutor, David Squirrell. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that we were going to have an update from the Town 

Prosecutor, prosecuting cases particularly Building Code and Zoning Violations over the past 

year.  He is actually in Court this evening and is tied up and hopefully he will be here for his 

next meeting. 

 

B. Level of Byram Lake and Water Distribution System. 
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Village Manager Palmer reported that the level of Byram Lake remains at over 

90% of capacity.  Given the existing snow pack and ice that is currently out there we will be 

turning off the use of the wells in Leonard Park for the time being.   

I, the DPW Foreman and the Engineer did meet with a company that is proposing 

a lining for the sluiceway.  That is something that we continue to work on, on behalf of the 

Board and a follow up to the Byram Lake Committee’s Presentation. 

 

C. Bid Award Recommendation 2014-1 Snack Bar Concession at Leonard Park. 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber to award Contract 2014-1 Snack Bar Concession at Leonard Park to 

Westchester Food Service, for a grand total amount of $12,300 with the provision that a 

revised menu be submitted and approved by the Recreation Commission and that they 

provide both the posting of the “My Plate Concept” and other nutritional information in the 

snack bar similar to what businesses do by law, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

D. Pothole Repair Update. 

Village Manager Palmer reminded residents for those roadways that are owned by 

the New York State there is a 1-800-number set forth by the Department of Transportation 

and that number is 1-800-POTHOLE that residents can call and report.  Those roads would 

be Route 117, Route 133 and Route 172.  Otherwise we’ve received a few calls about 

potholes and the DPW Crews have been out working on those.   

 

E. Con Edison Preparedness Update. 

 Village Manager Palmer reported that he had another meeting with Con Edison 

Disaster Preparedness Team.  Lt. O’Reilly was also in attendance as well as our DPW 

Foreman and we discussed the continued efforts that Con Ed is making along with the 

Liaison Program.  We’ve updated our critical facilities list so they know exactly where all our 

pump stations are, all of those facilities that need to be maintained in an emergency. 

 He also reminded residents that may have special needs, maybe be visually 

impaired or has medical equipment that’s dependent on electricity that they should call into 

Con Edison’s 1-800-75-ConEd, so they can be sure that their special needs are recorded 

with Con Ed so that Con Ed can provide additional special information to them in 

anticipation of potential storm events.   

 

F. Scheduled Joint Planning Board Work Session Meeting. 

Village Manager Palmer announced that a Work Session with the Planning 

Board has been scheduled for this Thursday at 7:00 pm and will be held in the Village Hall 

Board Room to discuss the proposed zoning changes. 

 

G. Fire Hydrant Snow Removal 

Village Manager Palmer reminded the public that the Village’s Department of 

Public Works is working to make snow covered fire hydrants accessible to the Mount Kisco 

Volunteer Fire Department.  However, we are asking property owners with fire hydrants on 

their property to assist us by clearing a three foot area around the hydrant. Snow 

accumulation, drifting or the results of snow removal can completely bury fire hydrants. 

Blocked hydrants can mean slower response times to a critical emergency if firefighters 

have to locate and clear a buried hydrant. Hydrants that are visible and accessible to 

firefighters are an important part of fire safety in every neighborhood.  Your assistance with 

this effort is appreciated. 

 

5) Board Reports:   

Trustee Schleimer reminded everyone that this Saturday, is the St. Patrick Day 

Parade, which starts at 2:00 pm, again this is one of the most wonderful things that we do 

in Mount Kisco and everyone should make an effort to join in. 

Trustee Schleimer stated that “Ride Connect” located on Radio Circle received a 

grant that extends their work for a larger service area.  They provide transportation for 

adults 60 and over, those with disabilities and home health workers in Northern 

Westchester.  They provide rides for medical reason, shopping, cultural events, errands and 

even haircuts.  They do have weekend service.  For more information on transportation call 

242-7433.  Their hours to take calls are Monday thru Friday 9-5.  They do have a 24 hour 

website at rideconnectwestchester.org.  This is a free service, and they have really grown in 

the last five years.  It’s a tremendous service for people who need it.   

Town Historian Harry McCartney is hosting a lecture at our Mount Kisco Public Library 

on Thursday, March 6th at 6:00 pm.  On how Mount Kisco was part of the New York City 

Quest for Water in the 1880’s it’s a fascinating topic, if you can make it I think it would be 

worth your while.   
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Finally, The New York State Department of Motor Vehicles has updated and improved 

its website.  You can now do more things on line than you ever could before with greater 

ease.  Please visit the website at www.nysdmv.com 

 

Trustee Farber stated that the Mount Kisco Historical Society will be holding its next 

meeting this Wednesday at 5:00 pm.  The last meeting was unfortunately cancelled because 

of snow, so I’ll have a full update for all of you at our next Village Board meeting.  I’d also 

like to encourage everyone to stop by and see Harry McCartney’s lecture because he’s really 

an amazing guy and he really does bring our history alive.   

 I also want to remind everyone that before our Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

marches down Main Street the Mount Kisco Rotary Club will be holding their Annual Pancake 

Breakfast at the Holiday in from 8 to 11:30pm.  It sounds like a great community kind of 

day.   

  

 Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. stated that this past Friday he participated in a meeting 

with Members of the Chamber of Commerce and Mayor Cindrich along with some local 

merchants in reference to parking issues in the Village of Mount Kisco.  We reviewed their 

complaints and issues and it’s a work in progress.  We are going to intensify our Parking 

Meter Maintenance and also our scrutiny of parking personnel to enforce our parking 

regulations as far as length of parking.  I feel we had a productive meeting and we are 

going to do the best we can to improve our parking situation in the Village of Mount Kisco.  I 

also attended the annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance at the American Legion on 

Saturday night.  Where we honored Father Clark as Grand Marshall of this year’s parade, 

Hibernian of the Year was Edward Reilly and Sean O’Connor from O’Connor’s Pub in Mount 

Kisco was honored as Friend of the Hibernians.  It was a very nice event. 

 As far as the Building and Grounds Committee goes we had the enhanced snow 

guards installed over at the Library.  Hopefully they will make a difference.  I’m currently 

getting prices to make repairs on the floor in the Senior Center.  Again we are waiting for 

some feedback on the Blackeby Bridge.  I’ve been patrolling the parking lots and we now 

have all of the parking meter space numbers cleared of snow.  Enforcement is a big issue 

and we are going to stay on top of it.  There was a misconception out there that we raised 

all the fines, but that is not true.  We are trying to be merchant friendly and consumer 

friendly in this Village.  We do the best we can to encourage people to shop in Mount Kisco 

and enjoy the retail environment that we have.   

 Deputy Griffin, Jr. noted that with regards to the Independent Fire House I went 

over there with a Plumber and we are designing specifications for a potential boiler 

replacement.  

 

Mayor Cindrich stated with regards to the parking issue what he gleaned out of the 

meeting with the merchants, Chamber of Commerce and others is that we are not getting 

the information out about what we have available being debit cards and credit cards and 

other ways to pay for long term parking.  We are trying to develop some type of flyer or 

postcard that the merchants can hand out to their consumers that do have concerns about 

the services we offer as far as parking.  While it would be nice to say that parking can be 

free in the Village of Mount Kisco, it’s an impossibility.  If we didn’t enforce our parking 

regulations we would be inundated with commuter parking, with parking from residents that 

live above certain stores in the Village and with the merchants themselves that have a 

tendency to abuse the parking regulations by warehousing their cars in some of the prime 

spots.  It is a necessary evil that we enforce the parking laws.  I received 5 letters 

concerning parking they were under the misconception that we raised the fine level to 

$20.00 for certain meters and the only thing we raised fines on was for flagrant violations of 

Fire Zones, no parking Zones and other things that are safety issues and impede the flow of 

traffic and also the long term meters which are abused by not only the commuters but again 

also by other people in the Village of Mount Kisco.  I have no excuse for the meters not 

being operable, it’s something that the Manager is working on and hopefully we can resolve 

the issue when we do away with the coinage in long term meters.  

The Village Board had a productive meeting with the Planning Board regarding 

certain zoning amendments that I proposed.  I’m looking forward to those amendments 

beings adopted with the Planning Board making a recommendation and having the Village 

Attorney give us the exact wording that we discussed, so we can amend our ordinance.  

The Village Treasurer, the Village Manager and I met with the Finance Department of 

Westchester County to discuss the Intermunicipal Agreement concerning the request for 

consolidation of Police Services.  We gave the Finance Department a complete run down of 

our operations they gave us information pertaining to the costs involved.  It’s still a work in 

progress and now we are waiting for the Administration of Westchester County to make a 

formal proposal to the Village so we can vet the entire proposal to the public.   

The Mount Kisco Hebrew Congregation installed a new Rabbi for their congregation 

and I was there to welcome Ellie Cole into the community.  He currently lives with his wife 

and children in the Village of Mount Kisco now. 

I was cc’d on a letter that Supervisor Paul Finer wrote to Department of Housing and 

Urban Development regarding the issue with community development block grants and how 

the recently County of Westchester lost $7.4 million dollars of Financial Aid coming from the 

http://www.nysdmv.com/
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Federal Government.  The allocation has expired, I don’t know if it will ever be reinstated 

and now we face the real possibility of losing funding for much needed work for 2012/2013 

Fiscal Year.  After receiving this letter I had a conversation with Congresswomen Nita Lowey 

she is equally appalled at the way HUD is handling this.  I told her that there should be 

some type of arrangement made so that the Village of Mount Kisco and similarly 

communities that have complied with some of the HUD requirements on affordable housing 

becomes recipient of this money regardless of what the rest of the Westchester County is 

doing.  I also suggested that they bypass Westchester County and go directly to the State.  

Let the State distribute the money to communities similar to Mount Kisco such as the Village 

of Port Chester, Sleepy Hollow, the City of Peekskill, the Village of Tarrytown, and other 

communities that have provided more than their fair share of affordable housing.  I’d like to 

stay on top of that and I commend Greenburg Supervisor Paul Finer for staying out front 

and sharing his correspondence with not only with this Village but also with the Westchester 

County Administration.  I think we should follow up with more correspondence to our 

Federal Representatives to see if they can put some pressure on HUD so that we don’t lose 

the funding that we are entitled to.   

Village Manager Palmer replied that we are trying to set up a meeting with the HUD 

Representatives to see if we can go through the State.  The WMOA is trying to arrange a 

meeting with all of the ineligible communities and I will keep the Board updated on that.   

 Village Attorney Singleton noted that if you recall approximately 5 years ago when 

the settlement agreement was entered into between the Federal Government and the 

County of Westchester we were provided a draft of it and a lot of the ineligible communities 

got together and based upon a presentation that I gave to the Village Board you authorized 

me to reach out to the County and to HUD and we renegotiated on behalf of the ineligible 

communities so that the money in the stipulation would not be withheld from communities 

like Mount Kisco and that communities like Mount Kisco would not be forced to adopt a 

zoning regulations like other communities who have not been compliant were required to 

do.  So to say that the money is being withheld is not in compliance with our agreement.  

The County Legislature specifically met with us and agreed to modify the terms of that 

agreement.   

 

 

6) Old Business:  

A. Cablevision Franchise Agreement renewal. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Cable Franchise Agreement 

between the Village of Mount Kisco and Cable Systems Westchester, Corp in accordance 

with the agreement that was presented to the Village Board of Trustee dated 11/15/2013, 

all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

B. Resolution to refer to Petition of Boys and Girls Club of Northern Westchester Inc. 

for Rezoning to the Planning Board for review pursuant to Section 110-53 of the 

Code. 

The following resolution was made by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Griffin, Jr. 

Whereas, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco has entered into an agreement with the 

Boys and Girls Club of Northern Westchester to purchase a track of land for the purpose of 

conserving Green Space and constructing an athletic field and the potential additional uses 

that may exist on the said property, the rezoning would be both an up zoning and a down 

zoning of parcels being rezoned from Recreation to Low Density Single Family Residential 

Use from High Density Residential Use to Low Density Residential Use and the changing of 

certain lot lines to zoning lines to comply with existing uses on the property including the 

existing facility being at the Boys and Girls Club.  I move that the Village Board refer the 

petition for the rezoning of certain properties to the Planning Board for review and comment 

back to this Board, so that we can move it forward to facilitate the subdivision of the 

property for both Recreational use and Single Family Low Density Use, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

C. Resolution to refer the Petition of Radio city Ventures, LLC and Maplewood Senior 

Living, LLC for Text Change relating to property know as 2 Morgan Drive to the 

Planning Board for review pursuant to Section 110-53 of the Code. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that this will be the first time this Village will in introducing a 

residential use into an otherwise commercial zone that has been built and designed for 
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commercial uses and not a residential use.  So it’s a particular piece of property that is 

unique and a challenge for the Village because it’s been sitting dormant for a number of 

years but also there are issues that the rezoning request doesn’t comport with the 

Comprehensive Development Plan and the Master Plan.  I’m going to ask that in the referral 

if we do choose to refer this to the Planning Board and its open to discussion, that we can 

articulate a list of issues that will have to be raised and not necessarily this evening but at a 

later date to make sure that we are in conformity to what the community wanted when we 

adopted the Comprehensive Study a number of years ago.  There are other issues regarding 

the certificate of need.  We don’t have the business plan on what is being proposed as far as 

the exact number of units that will be under the State Guidelines that for Independent Living 

which will be basically regulated by the State.   

Mr. Martabano replied that we look forward to answering all of the questions.  

However, Part of the problem we are all dealing with is that the Comprehensive Plan is 14 

years old at this juncture and within the plan there are recommendations for the plan to be 

reviewed every 5 to 10 years and it hasn’t been.  Again we look forward to answering all of 

those questions. 

The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber to refer the Petition of Radio City Ventures, LLC and Maplewood Senior 

Living, LLC for Text Change relating to property know as 2 Morgan Drive to the Planning 

Board for review pursuant to Section 110-53 of the Code to the Planning Board for a report 

from them and their recommendations, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

7) New Business:   

A. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the agreement with the Chazen 

Companies for Professional Services re: Post-Closure Annual Landfill Sampling for 

2014. 

The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and by seconded 

Trustee Schleimer authorizing the Village Manager to sign the agreement with the Chazen 

Companies for Professional Services regarding the Post Closure Annual Landfill Sampling for 

2014, in the amount of $17,500, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Nay 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

B. Resolution to petition the Towns of Bedford and New Castle regarding delinquent 

unpaid Water Billings outside Village Limits. 

 The following resolution was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Griffin, Jr. 

 Whereas pursuant to Section 109 of the Town Law and Section 17-1712 of the 

Village Law, the Mount Kisco Water District (Water District) is administered and managed by 

the Village Board of Trustees, and 

 Whereas, the administration and management of said Water District includes the 

maintenance, operation, enlargement and improvement of said district; and 

 Whereas, as part of the operation of said Water District, water is provided to 

properties, for which the Water District is permitted to and does charge; and 

 Whereas, there exist unpaid water charges on some properties in said Water 

District, and 

 Whereas, some of these properties in said Water District exist outside of the 

boundaries of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; and 

 Whereas, the Village Board, pursuant to Section 198 of the Town Law and 

Section 17-1712 of the Village Law, is empowered to enforce said unpaid water charges;  

 Now Therefore be it resolved, that any unpaid water charges in the Mount Kisco 

Water District in arrears of thirty (30) days or longer shall be subject to a penalty not 

exceeding ten per centum (10%) of the amount due; and 

 Therefore be it further resolved, that the Board may terminate the supply of 

water to any property with unpaid water charges if such water charges are not paid within 

sixty days from the date due; 

 Therefore be it further resolved, that the Village Clerk, by November 1st of each 

year shall file with the Village Board, and with the Supervisors of adjoining towns in which 

permits have been issued to property owners, statements showing the unpaid water 

charges in the respective districts and towns and have not appeared on any such 

statements previously filed; 

 Therefore be it further resolved, that such statements shall contain a brief 

description of the property upon which the water was used, the names of the person or 
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corporations liable to pay for the same and the amount chargeable to each, for purposes of 

levy and enforcement under “Water Rents”, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 Trustee Schleimer ask for a clarification regarding the 10% penalty.   

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber to pay the bills as presented to the Board, all in favor. 

Be it Resolved, the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to release payments to 

vendors. 

General Fund         $88,061.77 

Water Fund          18,044.39 

   Sewer Fund            5,795.22 

   Library Fund            4,027.46 

   Capital Project Fund             100.29 

Trust and Agency Fund         16,403.75 

    TOTAL   $  132,432.88 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting Minutes of February 18, 2014, with 

the noted date change, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

10) Non-Local Business – None. 

 

11) Public Comment – None. 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Griffin, Jr. by to hold a brief Executive Session after this meeting with the Town Prosecutor 

to discuss pending litigation, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

Mr. David Squirrel Town Prosecutor gave the Village Board a brief update on the 

Code Enforcement activity in the Building Department.  I can tell you that 2013 was a pretty 

busy year within the Building Department, but there is still much more that can be done.  I 

am in the process of preparing a comprehensive report which will identify all of the fines 

that were imposed in 2013 in the Justice Court along with the addresses and the name of 

the property owner and specific violations for which convictions were take.  I can say that 

there was in excess of $30,000 in fines imposed for violations in the year 2013.  In all of my 

communications with the Village Board it’s clear that this is of paramount importance, these 

code violations.  At the beginning and the end it’s solely about safety.  It’s safety regarding 

the number of occupants in any building.  It’s safety regarding ingress and egress for any 

given structure.  Its safety in regards to window size and possible escape routes in the 

event of a fire.  It’s safety in regards to smoke detectors and fire detectors.  That’s the goal 

of the Building Department in terms of identifying these properties and making sure that 

anybody who is living within any structure within the boundaries of Mount Kisco is doing so 

in a safe and legal manner. 

I’m also working with Mr. Singleton about proposing legislation that should be 

considered to assist in the enforcement activities as well as perhaps different protocols 

within the Building Department to help us identify code violations.  It’s a busy place and for 

most of the individuals who come in its a place where help is sought and help is provided.  

At the same time there are opportunities to identify potential code violations in a manner 
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that would lead to compliance because in addition to safety the other goal is always 

compliance.  So I am in the process of preparing this report and I will present it to you 

hopefully by your next board meeting.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that another issue that was brought to his attention which is 

also of paramount importance is accessibility for fire apparatus.   

Mr. Squirrel agreed and stated that he would also look into that. 

 

With no other comments at this time the meeting ended at 9:30 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

     James M. Palmer 

     Village Manager and Clerk 


